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From Confusion to Faith

Paul Huang

When | was a kid,

| remember my mom bringing me to church every Sunday, no matter
the circumstances, even if it was raining or a heatwave, we went to
church every Sunday. | remember waking up in the morning, putting
on clothes that felt a little too fancy for me, and sitting quietly with
nothing to do on wooden benches. People around me sang along,
bowed their heads, and listened carefully to the pastor. At the time, |
didn't really understand what was happening or why | was even
brought here. The words felt complicated; the Bible stories felt as if
they had nothing to do with my everyday life. | didn’t really understand
any of it. I just sat down next to my mom and waited for Mass to be
over.

Back then, Church felt like a routine rather than something personal. |
went because my mom took me; | would sometimes watch the clock,
wondering when Mass would be over. The routine was the same; we
would go in, and my mom would catch up with some friends, shake
hands with the pastor, and sit down. At that age, | didn’t really
understand why people cared so much about this. | didn’t understand
what it all meant. The pastor would stand at the front talking about
passages from the Bible and sometimes telling stories. There were
some days when he explained lessons about life and faith. As a child,
a lot of these words flew over my head. | tried to listen, but my mind
always wandered, my eyes darting across the many strange faces to
the beautiful stained-glass windows.

Those Sundays were very important moments in my life.

The prayers, the messages, the songs, and words of kindness were
always around me; | was surrounded by them. At the time, they felt
distant and confusing, but these moments were quietly planting seeds
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in my heart and mind. | didn't realize it then, but those experiences
were shaping me in ways | would only understand later.

As | grew older, the world started to change around me. Suddenly,
things weren't as easy as before; there were new responsibilities, new
challenges, and questions that | had never thought about. | began
thinking about how to live life meaningfully and the purpose of it.
During those times, | started remembering those little stories | would
hear when | was little.

Stories from the Bible that once seemed simple and confusing started
to carry a deeper meaning. As | looked deeper and thought more
carefully about it, | began to realize that the stories were helpful; they
weren't just words spoken, but they had real meaning that shaped who
we are and how we live life. The stories teach us about morality and
the meaning of being selfless and being a kind-hearted person. Slowly,
| started to understand that faith isn't something that is just passed
down from parent to child.

Real faith is something personal and something that you accept
yourself without being pressured or forced into.

Looking back, | feel grateful that my mom brought me to the church
when | was young. She gave me a foundation that | didn’t even realize
| was building. Those early morning songs and those Bible stories
were only preparing me for the future. As | grew, | started to reflect
more and think about how faith can shape how we treat others and the
way we approach our life decisions.

Today, when | go to church, my experience feels very different from
when | was a child. | listen more carefully and try to find meaning in
the messages that once confused me. It is not just the messages and
prayers, but the sense of faith that feels more meaningful. This didn’t
happen all at once; the journey grew slowly over time.
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Now it has grown to something that | can go to and feel good
about.

In the end, | am thankful to my mom, who has brought me and
introduced me to this path that | would never have known existed.
What started as a simple childhood routine turned into a deeper
understanding of faith and things that once seemed confusing now feel
clear. And the stories and lessons from when | was a child are now
guiding me through my decisions. Not just the church, but the many
other activities and events that help bring the community together.

About me

My name is Paul Huang, a member of Legion of Mary in San Gabriel
Region (B -E2REE). | was born and raised in Taiwan. My family
and | moved to the United States when | were only 5. We first lived in
Mississippi with my aunt and completed Confession and received Holy
Communion when | was 9. | am now 14 and currently going to
Diamond Bar High School.
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A photo of me, “Jesus”, and my brother.
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