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My Mission
— Engaging Young Catholics

David Lin
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The Catholic Church today faces a significant challenge with aging,
particularly within our Chinese Catholic community.

While maintaining faith can be difficult for adults, it's even more
challenging for youths that are forced to go to church with parents
since childhood and without understanding what faith 1s to them.
Many families share the same story: "Children who grew up in the
church often drift away as they get older."

Once they are in high school or college, they're most likely to end
up stopping going to church due to academic pressure, refusing to
attend Mass, moving away from home, and new social circles.
Especially in today's church, we need young people to bring energy
to our church and pump out the new blood.

In order to attract the younger generation, the church must provide
something that resonates with them. This includes the friendship
within the church, the joy of sharing food and games, the
satisfaction 1n service, and a sense of belonging and mutual support.
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The growth of faith does not solely rely on textbook teaching; it
requires mentors who lead by example, allowing youths to see the
reflection of Jesus in their actions so that they can gradually accept
and practice their faith.

The Legion of Mary was founded in Dublin, Ireland, by Frank Duff
following a small family prayer at the dining room of a Catholic's
house. The Legion of Mary has grown into an international lay
apostolic organization. Our mission is centered on evangelization
and acts of charity.

While Legion of Mary adult members' jobs might be visiting the
elderly, the parishioner, and the sick, assisting priests, church
service, and leading retreats; the youth members engage in
activities like visiting nursing homes, church service, helping out
the community, and performances.

The Servant of God Frank Duff
(7th June 1889 - 7th November
1980)

Founder of the Legion of Mary
Parish of St. Jude the Apostle,
7 Sepfember 1921 Dublin, Ireland

Died 7 November mm'
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There are two Youth Legion of Mary (F-E2REE) groups in our
Chinese Catholic community that provide the environment for
gathering youths to meet each other, learn together, and strengthen
their faith. There 1s a weekly meeting for about an hour to pray the
Rosary and Tessera prayers and to report on their service work
done over the week:

 Assumption of Mary (271K J=): For high school and
college-aged youth; meets Sundays at 5:00 PM in Room 1.

« Mother Most Amiable (Mater Amabilis) (7] & 2 &}): For
elementary and middle school children; meets Sundays at 5:00 PM
in Room 2.

The Youth Legion of Mary fosters a deeper connection between
young people and the Church.

Youth Legion of Mary weekly meeting
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By providing opportunities for service, it helps young people feel
a true sense of belonging and enkindle the fire of faith in their
hearts. Every legionary 1s considered to be specifically chosen by
the Blessed Mother to serve as a part of her Legion.

About Me

[ was born and raised in a Catholic family. Our family left
Massachusetts in 2015 and settled in California. I joined the Youth
Legion of Mary during my freshman year of high school due to the
chance to meet the Youth Legion of Mary members in the
celebration of our new house.

This begins my journey of serving several parishes. Almost 10
years of service in the Chinese Catholic community, and I'm now
the lead for the Assumption of Mary in Youth Legion of Mary in
San Gabriel Region.

Youth Legion of Mary volunteers for Asian American Expo
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