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Life in Mississippi
Peter Huang
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While living in Mississippi, as a fresh off the board five-year-old
kid, 1t was hard for me to fit in at school. I always felt like I stood
out because of the way I looked compared to almost everyone in
my class. Even if no one said anything to me about it, I felt it in
small ways, like the way everyone stared at me, asked me questions,
and seemed to know I was there.

It made what were supposed to be fun days at school hard, as if I
had an extra burden on my back that no one else had.

I pray....

During this challenging period, I relied on Jesus as my source of
comfort and friendship. I once learned that any bad thing you do,
Jesus will know. Five-year-old me believed that meant Jesus could
read minds.

At night, when everything seemed too much to handle, I prayed,
and I began thinking in my mind, hoping that Jesus would listen.

Prayer became a refuge for me where I could express my feelings
of sadness, frustration, and fear of never being able to fit in. Every
time I prayed, I felt more at peace, as if something had been lifted
off my chest. I realized I was no longer alone.
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My friendship with Jesus

My friendship with Jesus gave me the power to go on each day, I
was also becoming aware of God™ s presence in everyday life.
Sometimes it was through something as simple as an act of
kindness, such as a classmate wanting me to join them in a group
or a teacher giving me encouragement at a critical moment.

One of my childhood memories 1s from the days I spent in the choir,
it was a peaceful feeling that washed over me when I needed it

most. I experienced a calm and meaningful lift. Our teacher brought

us to sing for elderly people. Some of them smiled, sang with us.

Seeing their joyful face made me feel that my singing truly brought

them happiness.

My faith taught me that my opinions should not be based on what
other people thought of me. I began to grasp that I was made for a
pUrpose.

Thank God for guiding me

Thank God for guiding me to follow His will and to complete
Confession and receive Holy Communion in St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church at the age of nine.

Looking back on my life, living in Mississippi was not as much fun
as people think, but it was a growing experience. The loneliness
made me rely more on my faith, which provided me with strength,
comfort, and security. My experiences with Jesus have made me

27

who I am today. Even in times when I feel different, it has made
my faith stronger.

About Me

Peter Huang, a member of Legion of Mary in San Gabriel Region
(FHFEELLE).

I go to DBHS and my hobbies are tackwondo, kung fu, and
marching band. I have made lots of friends after coming to
California from all my extra-curricular activities. I completed 1n
TDK nationals and got a silver medal. I have a small dog and a
chinchilla that I love more than anything. My dog is very energetic
and playful. He always cheers me up when I feel down and my
chinchilla 1s small, playful, and very fluffy. Taking care of them
has taught me lots of responsibility and knowledge about animals.
Having two pets has made the house lively and fun.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Mississippi
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