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Temptation
Robert Huang

The final sentence of “The Lord’s Prayer” says: “Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” What a cautionary tale and full of
wisdom it is! This meaningful proverb is as active and prevailing today as
well as couple centuries ago.

Temptation is the desire to do something, especially something wrong and
unwise, and it might lead to the wickedness and snares of the devil and
destroy people or their souls. Many people who fell into temptations, either
lost their wealth, reputations, positions, happiness of the family and even
their lives.

There are many kinds of temptations, following are the most popular
examples:

1. Adultery: This is the temptation that lots of men commit, especially those
who are wealthy, powerful, with high positions or political leaders. They are
not content with their own beautiful wives and are willing to lure and
possess other women. This will certainly adversely affect happiness of their
own families. They also might be hurt or killed by their love rivals, and the
sex scandals could also damage a politician or those with high-position
careers and future. And the women who accept the married men also
commit adulteries and become victims of temptations.

2. Greedy for money or property by unfair means: Government officials,
business leaders or financial managers who become greedy and corrupt
and steal money or properties commit crimes, and they can be fired, fined
and jailed.

3. Alcohol and drugs: It makes people addicted and ruins their health.

4. Gambling and risky investments: People who long for stimulation and
easy money gamble, make risky investments and lose their money. They
will never win, because there are lots of tricks and scams in this field.

Born in 1937 just before World War Il, | have witnessed not only a lot of
individual victims of the temptations, but also the rise and then the fall of
Nazi Germany and the Empire of Japan, which resulted from the greedy
invasion and occupation of other nations that ruined their own countries
and caused the deaths of tens of millions of their own people.

Matthew 26:41 says, “Keep watch and pray, so that you will not fall into
temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” (Northern CA).
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