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Internship Reflection
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The past ten months have been overflowing with blessings as I
embarked on my seminarian internship at St. Pancratius Parish in
Lakewood. Reflecting on this transformative period, I am deeply
grateful for the warmth and support extended to me by both the
clergy and parishioners. This community, rich in diversity and
vibrant in faith, has been a catalyst for my personal and spiritual
growth.

The dedication of the parishioners to living out the Gospel has not
only inspired me but has also profoundly shaped my journey. The
pastoral experiences, the friendships formed, and the invaluable
lessons learned have left an indelible mark on my life. Every
moment spent at St. Pancratius has been a profound blessing,
contributing significantly to my formation. The countless
interactions, whether through Mass, communal gatherings, or one-
on-one conversations, have enriched my understanding of ministry
and the profound impact of faith in everyday life.

I will forever cherish the opportunities I had to participate in
various ministries and outreach programs, witnessing firsthand the
compassion and commitment of this parish. The youth ministry, in
particular, opened my eyes to the vibrant energy and potential of
our younger generation. Guiding them and learning from their
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perspectives has been a rewarding experience that I will carry with
me into my future ministry.

The faith-filled events, such as the Lenten retreats, Advent
preparations, and community service 1nitiatives, have been
particularly impactful. They have taught me the importance of
coming together as a community to support one another, especially
during times of spiritual preparation and reflection. These
experiences have deepened my own faith and reinforced the
importance of a strong, united parish community.

As I move forward, I carry with me the cherished memories of our
shared prayers, celebrations, and challenges. The faith and love I
have encountered there will continue to motivate and sustain me. I
leave with a heart full of hope, confident that our paths will cross
again. The bonds we have formed are not just fleeting connections
but enduring relationships that have fortified my resolve to serve
and lead with compassion and humility.

Through my time here, I have come to understand that the key to
evangelization lies in building relationships. By fostering genuine
connections with others, we share God's love and relationship with
them. This insight will guide me in my future endeavors, as I strive
to spread the message of the Gospel through meaningful and
heartfelt interactions.
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I have also learned that evangelization 1s not just about preaching
but about living out the Gospel in our daily lives. It’s about being
present, listening, and responding with empathy and love. The
relationships we build create a foundation of trust and openness,
allowing the message of God’s love to resonate more deeply. This
understanding has transformed my approach to ministry,
emphasizing the importance of relational evangelization.

As I conclude my internship, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to each
member of St. Pancratius Parish. Their unwavering support and
encouragement have been instrumental in my growth. I look
forward to carrying the lessons learned and the love experienced
here into the next phase of my journey, always striving to be a
beacon of faith and compassion. Thank you for being a vital part
of my formation, and may God continue to bless this incredible
community.
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