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A Safe Place to Live
Robert Tzung-Wen Huang

Many years ago, after | had just retired, | was thinking that
since | no longer needed to work, | might enjoy a safe place to live: a
place with no crime, no busy traffic, no noisy neighbors, no
solicitations, just peace and quiet with fresh air and birds chirping.

| started looking at maps, searching for such a place, and
decided to look for a home in Forest Park, in the Santa Cruz Forest.

One sunny, summer day, my wife and | met with a real
estate agent in Forest Park. He showed us a couple cottages in the
forest around there. We told him that the cottages were too small for
us, in comparison with our 1,700-square-foot home. He then led us to
a house, under construction, on top of a hill.

The house was pretty good in size, built with concrete, but it
was only a shell, without rooms, a kitchen, windows or a bathroom.
We also saw a rusty car with flat tires on the property.

The agent told us that the owner had passed away years
ago and hadn’t finished building it before his death. We suddenly
realized that human life is short and unpredictable.

James 4:14 says: “You do not know what will happen
tomorrow.”

A couple weeks later, Santa Cruz Forest had a huge fire. All
residents were evacuated, and a lot of houses were destroyed.

Later, on another sunny day, when we were driving to Ranch
San Antonio County Park for a hike, we accidentally turned left, in the
wrong direction, into Gate of Heaven Catholic Cemetery. We
suddenly decided that we had to visit that place.

We saw that all the tombstones there were laid flat, instead
of standing up, on a large green lawn above a large water pond with
shooting fountains. We suddenly realized that, at our retired age, this
might be our safe place to live in the future. We, then, contacted the
office manager and bought a “Holy Family” unit for our future safe
home. (From Northern California )
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