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Always finding God in all things

Esther Hwang

Zephaniah 3:17 The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will
save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he
will exult over you with loud singing.

Always finding God in all things for me is easy and hard. It is easy to thank
God in my good fortune. Itis hard to find God in my sufferings. It is easy to
find God when | am alone and calm. Itis hard finding God in chaos. It is easy
finding God when | am thankful. It is hard finding God when | focus on
difficulties. It is easy finding God when | believe in God’s love for me, and
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nothing is coincidence. | like to share some experiences that | have felt
with God's presence recently.

On Easter Vigil, 3/30/2024, around 5:00 pm, | saw the whole rainbow
showing in the sky after the drizzling rain. | was with my
soon-will-be-baptized friend and his family at that time. We were
waiting for the Easter Vigil Mass. | was his wife’s sponsor. We have
known each other since they came to the USA to give birth to their first
baby. The girl is 7 years old now. During the 7 years, they have been
visiting the USA occasionally. They finally decided to immigrate here
last year. The RCIA’s leader immediately invited them into the RCIA
program. | could not participate or accompany them during the RCIA
lessons often due to my busy schedule. Finally, they were ready to
receive the initial sacraments. | was very excited for them. | told them
that the rainbow was God’s sign. The girl wrote her testimony of her
faith. She did not know God when she was in China. But now she knew
she had a loving Father in heaven. What a simple but profound faith!

Also, on the Easter Vigil this year, three Chinese adults were baptized
at another church. They were a couple and one college student. The
mother of that couple has prayed for their conversion for more than 30
years. The couple’s children were baptized at a young age here
because of their grandma’s push. | was the sponsor of one of their
children. Now the child is in college. The third adult who was baptized
was a college student. He is the grandson of my other neighbor’s
family. His grandma, a devout catholic, came from China to help take
care of him since his birth. His atheist father tried to prevent him from
attending the church. Now this young man decides to attend the
Chinese RCIA lessons and be baptized as a catholic. His grandma
has prayed for the family’s conversion for 20 years. God’s presence is
obvious.

During Lent, | helped my FHC class students to do their first
confession. It went well. However, one student, who was usually
absent-minded, cried very hard after his confession. He felt sorry that
he did not take care of his pet hamsters. | was deeply touched by his
sincerity.

| tried to contact my other God child around Easter but failed. Later |
found out her father was suddenly put in jail for a crime that he was not

27

aware of. The whole family was desperately at a loss. Mother could not
bail her husband out. Two restaurants run by the husband had to be
abandoned. The third restaurant was in a contract conflict. The oldest
daughter talked to the owner about their situation and the owner
stopped the contract. She decided to study law after all those
experiences. And she got admitted to several law schools recently.

One of our Legion of Mary members fell and got a stroke last
December. She worked very hard to get her legs walking at the
rehabilitation center. She prayed a lot and had a very positive attitude.
She once lost her special rosary beads and was upset. The activity
manager of the facility gave her a new one and later asked her to pray
the rosary in Chinese when they had the rosary assembly there. She
felt proud of it. Thanks to Mary’s intercession that we find God easily.

When | received the Holy Communion, | felt the presence of Jesus.
Once | even heard Him in the host comfort me when | was upset by my
atheist husband. When | sang songs loudly and joyfully with the
congregation during the Mass, | felt the presence of God. When |
meditated in the chapel before the blessed Eucharist, | felt the
presence of God. When | walk on the trail with my rosary beads, | feel
the presence of God. When | read the Bible, put myself into the scene,
and let the imagination take me into the story. | try to dialogue with
Jesus.

In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus told Martha, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious
and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary
has chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her.” | relate
myself to Martha. | easily worry about many things especially when |
have a busy schedule. | need to choose the better part of being with
Jesus/God by calming myself and offering everything to God in prayer
before, during, and after my work. St Ignatius said to contemplate in
act.

Psalms 40:16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say,” The LORD is
great!”
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