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God is our refuge & strength, ﬁ

an ever-present help in trouble.
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Jesus’ Merciful Hands During the Storm Disasters

Robert Huang

On March 14, 2023, at 2:00 p.m., all electrical power suddenly went off
without warning in our Silicon Valley area, where we have been living for over
40 years. We believed that the loss of power was a result of severe storms
in the past few days. Without power at home, our furnace couldn’t work to
keep us warm; without power and internet, we had no phones, no TV and no
radio. In the very beginning, we thought that the power should be back on
soon, but when the day became dark and we were about to cook our dinner,
the power was not restored yet. We had to light a candle and a flashlight on
the dinner table and ate cold canned food, cold bread, nuts and drank cold
water for dinner. We started worrying about how to keep warm in the cold
night, and how to cook our meals in the coming days. We felt that we were
isolated and were unable to contact people.

Being members of the Legion of Mary, we attend daily Mass on Zoom, and
we pray every early morning and evening. We pray the Rosary and the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy; we pray for our Pope, for the peace of the world, for
termination of the pandemics, for people with illnesses and sufferings, for the
souls in purgatory and for the unity of our churches, etc. And since then, we
prayed for early restoration of power. We saw no lights among our neighbors,
not even signal lights at crossroads. Since we could do nothing in the pitch
darkness, we had to go to sleep as early as 9:00 p.m.

We were unable to sleep well without heat from the furnace; the temperature
in the room was as low as 50 degrees Fahrenheit, which is too cold for us, a
couple in our mid-80s. We had to wear more warm clothes to sleep. It was
pretty cold and harsh for us to get up from under the comforter at midnight in
order to go to the restroom.

The following morning, we ate the same cold food with cold water. When we
were about to prepare our lunch, our daughter, Wendy, suddenly appeared
and brought us a portable gas stove with several bottles of fuel and a cellular
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phone battery charger. Yes, these were what we urgently needed at this
critical moment. We were able to cook hot food and hot soup, and we also
could charge our cellular phones for limited contacts with people. But when
it came to the night, again, we still felt uncomfortable with the darkness and
the cold temperature. We continued to pray for Jesus’ help.

On the third day, March 16, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., the power was finally
restored. Thanks be to our Lord, Jesus.

But we still had to resolve another serious problem. The strong wind had
blown off the shingles from the roof of our 6x26 utility & laundry room, which
is attached to the rear side of our property. Since weather forecasts reported
that the rain was likely to come again soon, we had to get it repaired as soon
as possible. | called several roofing companies and roof-repair handymen,
but none of them was available due to urgent demands from tons of
customers whose roofs were also seriously damaged.

| used to go up on the roof when | was younger, but, at my age now, my wife
no longer allows me to do so. | rushed to Home Depot, bought a big roll of
flat roof shingles, a can of roofing adhesive, four metal tension bars, a box of
nails, etc. When | pushed the cart to my car trunk, | found out it was too heavy
for me to lift the roof roll into my car trunk. | closed my eyes to pray! | heard
a voice from behind saying, “You need my help?” A man came to lift up the
heavy roof roll into my car. | thanked him and thanked Jesus as well. | walked
to a group of people standing there waiting for jobs.

| chose a thinner and kind-looking Mexican similar to Jesus, and | called him
Amigo.

He went up to the roof, and | directed him from the backyard how to do the
repair. He did a very good job in three hours and asked for $75; | paid him
for four hours of labor, $100 in cash. When he was leaving, | asked him his
name, he calmly replied: “Jesus.” | was stunned. Thanks be to “Jesus” for his
magical hands and also to our Lord Jesus for His Merciful Hands during this
storm disaster. (Northern California)
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