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Our Hope is in God

by Servant of God Sister Ida Peterfy, SDSH

Lk. 24:13-21 Two disciples are on the way to Emmaus. Listen to what
these two disciples are talking about. Pick up the mood of their
conversation — “We had been hoping...” How many times we hear this in
the present Church, “We had been hoping that Vatican Il would bring
forth... and it didn’t happen.”

The two men spoke in the past tense. Once there was a vision; once there
were miracles, and promises, and hopes pointing to the Kingdom. And
now? It is all past. When we begin to speak of hope in the past tense, we
lock out the promise of tomorrow, all because yesterday’s expectations did
not turn out the way we wanted them to turn out. How hard it is when we
live in the past or we live in the future. We miss the present! If you miss the
present, there is no future. Only when you can say “Yes” to today, will you
have a tomorrow.

The present is the beginning of hope. In 2 Cor. 6:2 St. Paul says, “Now is
the favorable time.” Faith is not about believing a bunch of “things.” Faith
means being taken by the hand and being led. Hope is not a “thing,” hope
is a person. When we hope for a good dinner, we are really saying that we
hope in the person preparing the dinner. One definition of hope is: “to
respond with heart to a person” in this moment, at this time. Hope means to
respond to God with heart, at this moment and at this time.

The two disciples say, Christ “should have been” what they expected Him
to be. But they are missing the Person, who He actually is. They have their
little plans all figured out. They are totally unaware of the new creation, of
the risen Lord, of the much greater plan of God! They are blinded by their
expectations and that they are not coming true in the way they want.

When we begin to talk about hope in the past tense, when we begin to talk
about God as though He were absent, look at what is happening. He is “a
stranger.” God is a stranger to these two disciples. What is the opposite of
hope? Despair. We can sense the despair in these two disciples. God is
always a stranger in the land of despair. He is absent. It is out of character
for Him to be where there is no hope.

This is so characteristic of our times: a sense of the absence of God, and
therefore, the absence of hope. It is not “theoretical” atheism, it is
“practical” atheism. Atheism is “being without God.” He is not there. Why
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not? Because they do not allow God near enough to make a difference in
their lives.

Is God absent from us? Or is He journeying by our side? He is “‘Emmanuel,”
“God with us,” all the way. And we do not recognize Him. To feel His
absence also means that you miss the Person. If you are longing for
someone’s presence, if you wish that person would be here, that means
there is a hunger, a yearning in your heart. That is a dawning of hope; there
is the chance that we will meet. Listen to the disciples with Jesus who is
walking with them as a fellow-traveler. Jesus comes as a man, and shares
this darkness, that inner death, that hopelessness, so that He can give new
life. Listen to Jesus as He opens the eyes, and the hearts, of the two
disciples: “Was it not ordained that there must be suffering before
resurrection?” There is no other way to success, no other way to grow.

We need to choose to be a person of hope. The journey of the two disciples
begins in sadness and disillusionment and it ends in hope and recognition.
They recognize Him! This is more than gathering or grasping facts; they
encountered Jesus. They encountered Him as a person walking with them.
This “recognition” means an intimate sharing of life. He shares His life in a
very intimate way in the breaking of the bread. With this recognition, their
hope was restored and their closed minds were opened. The two disciples
rediscovered that God's ways are different than ours, His ways are better,
more powerful than ours. And they became true companions. Companion,
“cum panis,” “sharing the bread.” And hope is restored and Jesus was not a
stranger anymore. The darkness was remembered, but it was lifted and
Jesus was present to them.

There is a wise saying that says: “Man does not die of hunger, he dies of
cold.” Food is our fuel. If you cannot eat, you become physically cold, and
you die. Compare this to the “coldness” of despair, the lack of the “warmth”
of hope. Doubts do not destroy us, but cold despair leads to death.
Especially today remember that our Lord is Emmanuel, “God with us,”
walking at our side. We do not walk alone. We can choose to walk alone,
but we do not have to. If we choose to walk alone, then we miss Jesus
walking by our side, we miss the hope of hearing Him, listening to Him,
asking Him questions and hearing His answers, and being consoled by His
presence.

Hope! Whether the essence of hope breaks open to you or not, is up to you
in prayer.
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