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Finding baby Jesus in the Antarctic

Esther Hwang

In December2008, | had a chance travelling to the Antarctic with my husband, his
sister and her husband. We flew to Punta Arenas, a city at southern Chile, where
we would take the military aircraft, the Hercules, to the Antarctic. December in the
North Hemisphere was cold, but it was summertime in Chile which was located in
the South Hemisphere. After | arrived at the Punta Arenas, | visited a local catholic
church. |felt strange because a winter Christmas scene was set in the church; a
snow-covered village with a manger, Mary, Joseph, animals, and roads in the snow
while it was a hot summer day outside. However, we all were waiting for baby
Jesus to be born on Christmas Eve.

On Christmas Eve and Christmas day, we were on the ship cruising around the
edge of the Antarctic. We saw so much glaciers, ice burgers, penguins, etc. It was
a new experience to me. Every day, we had an exploration trip around the
Antarctic ocean. Sitting in the exploration rubber boat, | was overwhelmed by the
beautiful scene. The ocean and ice stretched to the end of the world. It was all
white and blue. It was like in a wonderland of ice. | could not help but admire the
beauty of the nature and gave thanks to God. It seemed the time stopped there.
The whole world was quiet, calm, peaceful, and eternal.

We visited the Base Naval Antarctica, a naval base of Chile at the Antarctic, on
Christmas Eve. After walking around the office, listening to the introduction, | saw a
manger at a corner of the office. Sure enough, baby Jesus was in the manger
already. | was so happy and thankful. |touched the baby Jesus and prayed to him.
| felt like seeing an old friend at the end of the world. What a wonderful news that
baby Jesus was born for us, even for people in the faraway place.

After we flew back to Punta Arenas, | went to the same church to look for baby
Jesus. He was there in the manger. Opening his arms, he expressed his humility,
love, and hope. He seemed saying, "Welcome back, | am here for you.” After
mass, parishioners lined up to kiss the baby Jesus to thank him being with us. |
kissed him with all my heart. It was such a miracle that we could find baby Jesus
everywhere we go. Even better, the biggest miracle was that God became a
human being to be with us. God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten
son to save us.

Finding baby Jesus was the highlight of my Antarctic trip. During Christmas, |
always wait anxiously for the birth of baby Jesus. After the mid-night mass, the
baby Jesus finally be put in the manger. Watching the baby Jesus lying in the
manger helplessly, innocently, lovingly, | was amazed why God wanted to sacrifice
so much for us. Obviously, God loves us. Thank God, Thank baby Jesus.
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