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Besides

April Dai
It is almost the end of year; this year has gone by so fast. It
only feels like we just had New Year celebration. From last
year to this year, we have lost many privileges that we never
give much thought before: going out without wearing a mask,
hugging each other, going to Mass on Sunday, and many
other things. When did we start to fear going outside? Even
though most of people’s life is “semi” or “full” back to normal,
we are still somewhat cautious about our surroundings.

My life has not changed much during this pandemic time
besides not being able to hang out with friends in person and
| do not go out as much for shopping, since my work counts as
essential, so | still go to work every day. One thing that kind of
got me was not being able to go to church on Sunday and not
receiving the Eucharist. | never thought church would be
closed because of anything. Usually, church occupies most of
my time on Sunday since | am part of the choir. | feel empty
on Sundays when church is closed; even though we can watch
Mass online but it is still different. It only makes me want to
go to church more and receiving the Eucharist. That is why
once our church is opened for outdoor Mass, | was there.

Here is something | have written during this pandemic as a
prayer. The text is originally in Chinese and | have translated
into English. It might sound a little weird.

Start learning to treasure when lose it,
without You, life is empty

Attending Your feast,

receiving You, peace within me
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In prayer, feeling you,

Obey your words

Day to day, Yearn for you

Live out faith, hope, love

Quiet night, You and me

Pour out deepest self

In my dream, your words

Comfort my soul

Thinking of you every day, Yearning for you everyday
Be with You, Peace comes along

Holy Spirit leading me, confidence follows

The Son being with me, walking with courage
The Father shadowing me, living in Love

Holy Trinity surrounding me, blessing around me
As a baby in the arms of the mother
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