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For a Nation in Chaos, What Would Jesus Do?
Channing Lee
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On May 25 of this year, our nation witnessed the spineless police killing of
yet another African American man. For the next week and subsequent
months, we watched on daily national television how the United States
erupted into chaos. Some of us braved the pandemic-time crowds to attend
protests, shouting to attract attention to the disgusting structural racism that
has trickled into every part of our nation’s being. Others cried foul not only
disparaging the Black-American community, but also rejecting the notion
that systemic racism exists in America. Yet others stayed at home, locked
the doors, and lived in fear. To my Christian brothers and sisters, | would like
to pose the question: what would Jesus do? In fact, during this time of
political turmoil, what would Jesus want us to do?

Answering the first question does not beg much thought. All throughout his
life, Jesus did not shy away from pointing out right from wrong, calling us to
love our neighbors as ourselves, and disrupting peace in order to draw
attention to the ways in which we do not follow what He called the Second
Greatest Commandment. He consistently cited what His Father has taught
from the beginning of time in order to demonstrate where we humans have
faulted and where we could improve.

Unfortunately, one look at American history reveals that what happened to
George Floyd is not unique. Like Jesus would have, we must recognize that
Mr. Floyd's killing at the hands of white policeman is one of thousands
throughout history. The vast majority of African Americans in the United
States can trace their family history back to ancestors who were brought
here in bondage. Even though slavery was abolished by law in 1865, racism
facilitated the oppressive Jim Crow laws! that ruled the South for the next

! The Jim Crow laws were some of history’s most racist laws, enacted for
the sole purpose of segregating Black and White Americans. They
included, but were not limited to: separate schools, bathrooms, water
fountains, train cars, bus seats, and restaurants; harsher punishments for
crimes; drastically unequal pay; and prohibitions on inter-racial marriage.
During this time, white supremacist groups such as the Ku Klux Clan also
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100 years, all but ensuring that Black Americans, though free, could never
achieve the financial freedom that Whites enjoyed. Although many African
Americans made their way north (especially during the “Great Migration”
between 1916 and 1970), they still faced racial prejudice and limited
economic opportunities. Fast forward another 50 to 100 years and the
traces of slavery—which evolved into systemic racism—continue to wedge
a divide between White Americans and Americans of color, even those of us
in the Asian American community.

Statistics show that Americans of every racial background believe such
injustice continues to exist. The Pew Research Center found in 2016 that
both Blacks and Whites say Blacks are treated less fairly than Whites by
police.? Nearly two-thirds of Blacks and a third of Asians and Hispanics say
they have been in situations where others were suspicious about them due
to their race while only a quarter of Whites report the same. Furthermore,
61% of Asians, 52% of Blacks, and 46% of Hispanics say they have been
subjected to racial slurs, a stark contrast to the 37% of Whites who have had
similar experiences. Since the coronavirus outbreak began, Asians and
Blacks are more likely to report negative experiences because of their race,
with 39% of Asians and 38% of Blacks saying people have acted as if they
were uncomfortable around them.?

These different experiences of racial groups in America do not stop at law
enforcement and the way in which people treat each other. Due to the

enforced their version of vigilante justice, which led to the raping,
lynching, and ultimate murdering of countless Black lives.

’ Drew Desilver, Michael Lipka and Dalia Fahmy, “10 things we know about
race and policing in the U.S.” Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center,
3 June 2020,
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/06/03/10-things-we-know-
about-race-and-policing-in-the-u-s/.

* Neil G. Ruiz, Juliana Menasche Horowitz, and Christine Tamir, “Many
Black and Asian Americans Say They Have Experienced Discrimination
Amid the COVID-19 Outbreak,” Pew Research Center, Pew Research
Center, 1 July 2020,
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2020/07/01/many-black-and-asian-am
ericans-say-they-have-experienced-discrimination-amid-the-covid-19-out
break/.
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racism of those in power—mainly Whites—that has been passed down for
generations, Black Americans are also two times as likely as Whites to be
poor,* and Asian Americans are currently experiencing the largest wealth
gap in the nation, as Asians in the top 10% of the income distribution earn
10.7 times more than those in the bottom 10%.° Such gaps have translated
to minority communities being harder hit during the pandemic: according to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Blacks are 2.6 times more
likely than Whites to contract the virus, 4.7 times more likely to be
hospitalized, and 2.1 times more likely to die from it.5 Hispanics have a 2.8,
4.6, and 1.1 times higher chance, respectively, while Asians are 1.1 more
likely to contract it and 1.3 times more likely to need hospitalization. No one
should be more susceptible to death by infectious disease simply due to
their race, but the systemic racial inequality that has permeated every crack
in our nation’s functions has led to these unjust consequences.

Jesus, like any reasonable human being, would recognize that this type of
inequality is not only alarming, but also demanding of reform. Genesis 1:27
explains very clearly that “God created mankind in his image”; He makes no
mention of race or any other differences, simply that we were all created by
God. In John 13:34, Jesus says, ‘| give you a new commandment: love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another.” Given the
great racial inequality in our country, it is extremely difficult to believe that
God would look down on us today and agree that we truly love each other as
ourselves. When He famously arrived at the Temple of Jerusalem, became
angry at what He saw, and began overturning tables to cause a scene, He
said, “My house shall be a house of prayer, but you are making it a den of

* Pew Research Center, “On Views of Race and Inequality, Blacks and
Whites are Worlds Apart,” 27 June 2016.

> Rakesh Kochhar and Anthony Cilluffo, 12 July 2020, “Income Inequality in
the U.S. Is Rising Most Rapidly Among Asians,” Pew Research Center, Pew
Research Center,
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2018/07/12/income-inequality-in-the-
u-s-is-rising-most-rapidly-among-asians/.

® “coVID-19 Hospitalization and Death by Race/Ethnicity,” Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services, 18 August 2020,
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-di
scovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
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thieves.”” Though He caused damage in the Temple, His message was
clear: “the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that will produce its fruit.” Indeed, if Jesus were here in 215t century
America, | have no doubt that He would be calling out the hypocrites,
preaching love over hate, and joining in on the demonstrations that have
followed Mr. Floyd's death. He would be protesting alongside me, not
denying the glaring problem, nor hiding at home in fear of people some
demonize as “the other.”

Of course, racial inequality is only one of a long slew of issues America
faces right now, but, to answer the second question, we must recognize that
Jesus’s teachings do not and will never change: love over hate, life over
death, and empathy over judgment. Whether discussing other divisive
issues—healthcare, gun control, immigration, and countless others—or
evaluating our everyday words and actions, we must follow Jesus’s model of
identifying injustices, choosing love, and being brave to stand up for what
we know in our hearts is right and just.

It is difficult to undo the generations of injury that have brought us to our
present-day situation. Although nearly six months have passed since the
death of George Floyd, the spirit of progress toward achieving God's
kingdom on earth must never change, so we must not allow challenges or
time to prevent us from making forward strides. After all, that's what Jesus
would do. That's also what he would want us to do.

’ Matthew 21:13

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me:
for thou art the God of my salvation;
on thee do I wait all the day.
Psalm 25:5




