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Can | Ever Forgive You?
Jean Navarro

It was a solemn occasion for me on January 6, 2020 morning. My little
uncle who | had a problematic history with had passed away, and | was
attending the funeral service. | didn't know what to expect, but |
imagined running into several family members. After all, we were a
rather large collection of uncles, aunts and many cousins. So imagine
my shock when | didn’t recognize anyone other than my second uncle,
the deceased brother. | immediately began to question the
whereabouts of all my cousins, my aunts and their spouses. Where
was everyone?

My little uncle was an eccentric person who lived in his own
world. When he was alive, he often accused many in his orbit of
mistreating him. Most of the accusations were naturally false and had
been debunked over the years. But his erratic behavior alienated
many who had simply grown weary of this 76 old man. | recalled my
last visit with him nearly 16 years ago as very unpleasant. He verbally
abused my mother, accused me of stealing, and scolded my sister.

Two months prior, his son Eric notified me that his father was gravely ill,

and that he wanted to see me one last time. | didn’t go out of fear that
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he would once again level false allegations against me and my family.
| didn’t hear from Eric again.

Shortly after Christmas, my brother sent me a text saying that little
uncle had passed away. My mother wanted me to represent the family
at his funeral and memorial service. | begrudgingly agreed. Then a
second bombshell came right before the memorial service when my
cousin Eric asked if | would say a few words about his father. |
hesitated at first but again, | reluctantly agreed.

| waited for what seemed like an eternity as several of my uncle’s
friends spoke before me. Finally, it was my turn, and as fate would
have it, | was the last to speak. Surprisingly, pleasant memories
crossed my mind as | stood and approached the podium. |
remembered how little uncle taught us to sing, shared legendary
Chinese stories with us, and took us for rides on his scooter bike. |
happily recalled the days when my sister was extremely ill and my little
uncle went to the deep mountainside near my grandparents’ house to
gather rare herbs for some homeopathic medicine. My mind was
suddenly filled with joyous memories of him and | was ready to speak
kindly of my little uncle, and | did.

As | concluded my comments, | turned and looked at his coffin.
Suddenly, my eyes filled with tears and the one thing that | never
imagined saying came out: “Little uncle, | love you.” Instantly, all the
anger towards him melted away and my heart forgave him.

At the gravesite, | recall hearing birds chirping all around us. The sky
was a clear, crystal blue and | felt a gentle breeze on my face. It was
clearly a blessed and beautiful day. And for the first time in years, | felt
at peace with the memory of my little uncle. Rest in peace, Xiao-Jiu-Jiu
(Chinese pronunciation of little uncle).

Forgiveness is grace. When you allow this gracefulness to come to
your heart, it will heal your soul and peace your mind. As Jesus prayed
for us: Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing”
(Luke 23:34).

30



