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Lu gne another. s 1 have loved you, so you must
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Eulogy for ¥ T 3% 3#

Thomas Han

A mother. A wife. A friend. A neighbotly companion. Throughout her
life, she fulfilled all these roles and more, but to me, she’s my beloved
grandmothet. It didn’t take much to make her happy—a phone call, a
card, a visit, or sitting next to her at church on Sundays. She lived to
make our lives better and was proud of us.

As a child, I remember holding her hands, how delicate and soft they
seemed and yet that never made them seem any less worn or sturdy. Her
hands told stories of different times, of different worlds and hardships.
She had grown up wortlds away from me, in a different land, at a
different time, in an era and a life that I would never know.

My grandmother had storzes.

Her stories consisted of learned lessons through adventures and strug-
gles she and my grandfather experienced in their early years. My grand-
mother raised five children and greatly impacted the lives of her
grandchildren. From a young age, she was brought up to understand the
importance of hard work and the necessity of saving. Every Chinese
New Year, my grandmother looked forwatd to seeing all the grandchil-
dren line up and the joyful expression on our faces as she handed each
one of us a red envelope.

The money was insignificant, I would have probably spent it on some
meaningless toy that I would have lost interest in soon after, it was the
meaning behind her gift that mattered. It was her saying, “I love you; I
am your family and I want you to work hard as your family has before

>

you.

The kind of love Grandma felt for us was a love without condition. She
may not have approved of everything we did, may not have liked some
of the decisions we made, but she didn’t lecture, she didn’t judge. She
just kept loving us, letting us know that she was there and if we ever
needed her, we could count on her to listen, to comfort, to help.
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My grandmother’s stories were lessons.

But they were never told in words. From the time that I was very young,
up until she could barely hear me speak on the phone, I remember her
telling me, “4% %% F.” Those three little words, which as I grew older,
were a constant reminder and motivation that I must work hard and
persevere to accomplish my goals.

One of the most important lessons my grandmother taught me was that
money can be squandered and property ruined, but what we inherited
from her cannot be damaged, destroyed or lost. It is permanent, and it
keeps her from becoming just a wonderful memory. It allows her in so

many ways to remain just as alive as always—alive in our hearts.

So, for your wisdom, your humor, tenderness and compassion, your
understanding, your patience and your love; thank you, Grandma.

Thank you so much. T love you, Grandma, 7% % & "2 Hf #f 5 /& 5] £ |
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