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Christ-Centered

Albert Tung

“‘Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1
Peter 4:10)

| was recently invited to attend a “Music Ministry Retreat” at the parish
of St. Paul the Apostle (SPTACC), where | had the pleasure of meeting
many musicians and members from other parish choir groups.

What is a “Music Ministry Retreat'? This event was hosted and
organized by the music coordinator at SPTACC with the goal of
providing the music ministry community a space to reflect on our
relationship with God, specifically through our individual and collective
service in the parish choirs.

We were joined by Fr. Joseph, who delivered a keynote speech
challenging us to vigilantly remain Christ-centered in our service.

One might wonder: isn’t volunteering for the music ministry or any
other ministry inherently Christ-centered? Ultimately, we must ask
ourselves: whom are we actually serving? The community? Christ?
Or Christ through the community?

Expectedly, in my discussions with choir members from other groups
or parishes, | found that most people volunteered for the music
ministry because they enjoyed singing as a form of praise, and/or they
were asked to fill a position of need (e.g., pianist, cantor, etc.).

Music stirs the passion of people, both musicians and listeners alike.
Consequently, Fr. Joseph cautions that we must take care not to be
so immersed in the act of singing (or playing an instrument) itself that
we are distracted from the spiritual act of praising God.

Sometimes, in our service to the Church, we might find ourselves
obsessing over details such as singing/playing each note perfectly,
selecting songs that perfectly align with the readings for Mass, or
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even thinking we’re not good enough to serve as a cantor, musician,
or leader. These thoughts, while well-intentioned, become less
significant in comparison to whether Christ is really at the center of our
hearts. We might strive for perfection in our service to God, but we
should not let that distract us from the reality that God is our priority,
and He simply wants us to love others as we love Him:

“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for
the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you
an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is
Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)

“‘So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10)

Furthermore, being Christ-centered involves not taking our gifts for
granted. This includes both the gifts we have as individuals, as well as
the gifts we have as a ministry. Our retreat was blessed with a diverse
cast of groups, ranging from SPTACC's magnificently large Filipino
choir, to the essential vocalist and pianist duos, to the multilingual
choirs, to the young adult music team (who impressively led the
retreat’s praise and worship). These are groups comprised of unique
individuals, each with their own experiences and talents.

To add some perspective; on one hand, there exist choir members
with no formal music training, but are passionate about praising God
through music. On the other, we have laity in the Church with many
talents sought by church ministries, and for whatever reason, do not
use them.

Not everyone has access to the same resources, education, or
support, but we do what we can with what we have. Are we thankful
for what we already have? Are we using what we have to serve God?

God calls the laity through the Church’s need for clergy, catechists,
musicians, scholars, artists, leaders, philanthropists, and whatever
other gifts we have to offer. Sometimes, appreciating these gifts from
God involves leaving our comfort zones to explore them and put them
to use for the Lord.
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