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Evangelism Is Not a Special Activity
John Hahn

Mark 16:15: He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim
the gospel to every creature.”

Evangelism is not a special activity for special people at special times.
It should be the normal activity of all Christians all of the time. The
Gospel is not something we go to church to hear; it is something we go
from the church to tell. A true Christian is one who makes you think of
Jesus. There is a mighty “go” in the word “Gospel.”

A Japanese lady called to see the mistress of a mission school. “Do you
take only beautiful girls in your school?” she inquired. “Why? No! We
welcome all girls,” was the reply. “But I have noticed that all your gitls
are beautiful,” the woman exclaimed. “Well, we teach them to love our
Savior, Jesus Christ, and He gives them a look of holy beauty,” replied
the missionary. “I myself am a Buddhist, and I don’t desire my daughter
to become a Christian. Yet I surely like her to attend your school to get
that look on her face.”

A client came into my office, a Southern gentleman who has approxi-
mately six million dollars of funds in our investments. During the
course of the conversation he used my Lord’s name in a way I didn’t
like, and I stopped him. “Please, sir, that name you just used is the most
precious name I know anything about. I love it more than anything in
this world, and I don’t like to hear that name used in the fashion you
did. Tam a Christian.” What do you think he said? “Soam I. I teach a
Sunday school class down South.” “Well,” I said, “you would not have
guessed it in a thousand years,” and something inside me said, “Are you
going to lose this contract?” Just recently this gentleman and his wife
were in my office again. He said, “This is the man who gave me such a
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tongue lashing when I was here before.” She turned to me and said, “I
am glad you did, because he deserved it. He has been a different man
since.”

A Christian is a living sermon, whether or not he preaches a word. The
best publicity the Gospel will ever have is a new Christian out to win
others.

There was a little neighborhood girl who was such a good little girl in her
neighborhood and was always trying to get the kids to do the right
things and the right way. Then she died. Before the burial, suddenly at
the parents’ door several little urchins showed up with a little piece of
paper in their hand. They said, “We all talked about it & decided that
this is what we’d like for you to put on her tombstone.” The mother
took the little scribbled piece of paper. It said, “She made it easy for us
to be good.”

Dwight Moody was a Christian evangelist who lived during the mid to

late 1800s. He is well-known for quotes like these:

e Character is what you are in the dark.

e  Faith makes all things possible...love makes all things easy.

e The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the
Bible.

e IfT take care of my character, my reputation will take care of itself.

e God never made a promise that was too good to be true.

e A man ought to live so that everybody knows he is a Christian...and
most of all, his family ought to know.

A young man once told Dwight, “I want to reform, but I don’t know
how to give up my undesirable friends.” “That is easy”, the evangelist
replied. “Just live a desirable life & your undesirable friends will give
YOU up.” Mr. Moody tells of one day seeing a steel-engraving which
pleased him very much. He says, “I thought it was the finest thing I had
ever seen, at the time, and I bought it.” It was the picture of a man
floundering in the water and clinging with both hands to the
Cross. “Butafterward,” he goes on to say, “I saw another picture which
spoiled this one for me entirely-it was so much lovelier. It was a picture
of a person coming out of the dark waters with one arm clinging to the
Cross, but with the other she was lifting someone else out of the waves.”
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