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Short Reflection on Trito-Isaiah: Road to the New Zion
Judy Wu

The story in Trito-Isaiah encompasses the way of life for the faithful
followers of Christ on their road to the Zion City of God. It serves as a
guidebook for the covenant people for regrouping, reorganizing and
refocusing their spiritual life renewal and for being a missionary on
God's salvation plan.

The exuberant verse “I will rejoice heartily in the Lord” on Isa 61:10, as
well as the Magnificat of Mary “My soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord” (Lk 1:46) reminisce my very special experience on the Easter
vigil of 2015. It was by God’s abundant grace that | received the three
sacraments of initiation with my parents from my brother Fr. Joseph,
who was ordained a Carmelite priest on the year prior. The Holy Spirit
of God worked on us in a mystical way, touched our stubborn heart,
gradually and steadily converted us from Buddhist religion to
Christianity. Feeling with gratitude for being a new member of the big
church family, and with a sense of call-into-action to serve the Lord, |
joined my church Chinese Children Religious Education catechist
team.

At the beginning, my Sunday catechism teaching journey was not as
easily smooth as | thought it was going to be. | was confronted with
challenges and difficulties from time to time. At first, hearsay of
dubious comments from some parishioners about my qualifications
and experience to be children’s catechist made me worrisome. | was
just newly baptized, and | had never taught children before.
Fortunately, | was not daunted by it. On the contrary, it served me as a
‘push button”, a “turn-on” motivation for my engagement in studying
the bible and catechism. Also, my fellow catechists gave me lots of
encouragements: “Your participation is the best qualification! Learning
catechism and teaching at the same time is always a win-win deal!”.
Therefore, in a short period of time, | completed the basic catechist
program by the Office of Religious Education of the LA archdiocese
and earned my catechist certificate.
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Through years of teaching, | see there are up and down situations. To
name a few: issues of short-staffed catechists/volunteers, lack of
parishioners’ support and resources, conflict of ideas among teachers,
behavior management and lack of attendance for some students,
discrepancy on church’s rules versus actual practice. Nevertheless, |
believe what | do is the basic responsibility of being a Christian. There
is a Chinese proverb: “Many drops of water become river. Every little
bit helps”. Even though my service to the Lord is tidbit small, | stay
committed to hang on to my post. Along the way | put my efforts in
observance of God’'s covenant, confessing and correcting my
mistakes. God wants his chosen people to “fast’ from injustice and
inequality. God wants people to share their provisions (and their
talents or skills, | think) to those who are in need, to whom lack of
them. (Isa 58:1-12). | believe God is always with us. Everything will
work out. Together in solidarity we want to be victors in Christ.

The Trito-Isaiah messages of “the conversion or conquest of the
Gentiles and their submission to God in Zion,” and “all the people will
be priests and all people will have access to God blessed wealth”
welcome everyone, people of all nations to walk on the direction
toward God’s Glorious City and to be an active team member on the
reconstruction of the visionary Jerusalem. A “new heaven and a new
earth” which will bring wealth to its entire people, and “...which | will
make shall remain before me, says the Lord; so shall your
descendants and your name remain.” (Is 65:17, 66:22, 2Pt 3:13, Rev
21:1). Blessed are those who come, hear, acknowledge and put into
action in rebuilding the kingdom of Christ. Amen!
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