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Reflection on Lenten Retreat Aptil Da

This year during Lent, | had a chance to attend a retreat hosted by Fr. Shi Shuan
Lin (PR 1[#H2). | have always heard that he is really good at interpreting the
Bible but never had a chance to listen to his talk. The retreat talked about The
Passion in four Gospels. At first Fr. Lin points out since we have year A, B, and C
each year, during Palm Sunday we read Matthew, Mark and Luke according to
the year, but on Good Friday we always read John. | have never noticed it and
thought all were the same; | guess | wasn't really paying attention in Mass and
when reading the Bible. The Gospel of John has the longest version of the
Passion of Christ, beginning with the agony in the garden. Reading the Gospels
is like reading a play and the Gospel of John is the most dramatic. You can put
yourself in as one of the characters in the Passion. Pay attention to small details.
Fr. Lin pointed out that all four Gospels have different details in their narrative of
the same event of the Passion.

When Jesus prays in the garden, each gospel has a different narrative of how
Jesus prayed. In Mark and Matthew, Jesus fell to the ground to pray; in Luke, He
kneels to pray, and in John, Jesus just entered the garden, with no mention of
any praying in the garden.

When Jesus is on the cross he speaks differently. In Matthew and Mark, Jesus
said “Eli, Eli, lemasabachthani?” In Luke, Jesus speaks three times to pray for
the guards who split His cloth, to pray for the criminal who repented, and last
Jesus said “Father into your hand | commend my spirit.” In John, Jesus said to
His mother,“Woman, behold your son” and to His disciple, “ Behold, your mother”,
and last “| thirst” and “It is finished.”

Fr. Lin also mentioned many other differences. It has helped me to understand
the Passion better and feel how Jesus felt during His Passion. Fr. Lin invited us
to do one thing this year: During the reading of the Passion in mass and on Good
Friday, say “Crucify Him!" out loud (even though we do not want to say it) and
actually mean it in order to feel how the people actually felt and feel how Jesus
would have felt in that moment. | actually did say it out loud during the Mass and
on Good Friday. It struck me how powerful these words meant and how we really
wanted to crucify Him at that moment. How great His love was to lay down His
life as an innocent man to die for others.

Through this retreat it has not only helped me to read the Bible more closely
each time to think over the meaning behind it and the need to understand its
history, but also throughout Lent to reflect on how Jesus has died for us on the
cross and why we need to attend services during Holy Week to go through what
He suffered.
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