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My Stories of Sacraments
Esther Hwang

Sacraments are the outward sign of God’s love instituted by
Christ to give grace. During different stage of our life, we have
different sacraments to help us to be close to God. I like to share
stories of my baptism, confession, confirmation, holy eucharist,
and matrimony.

I was born in a Buddhist family. I didn’t know anything about
Catholicism. Then I got into a Catholic university through the
college entrance exam. A nun gave me some lessons on
self-esteem. After graduation, I got a teaching job at a catholic
middle school in central Taiwan. It just happened that a nun, Sr.
Cecilia, came to be my colleague during the second year I worked
there. I started to ask her about Catholicism. But I left that school
and worked at a catholic sheltered workshop in ShinChu to
pursue my career in special education the following year. I
planned to study in USA after one year working in the sheltered
workshop. Sr. Cecilia encouraged me to get baptized before
leaving Taiwan. So I asked a priest where I worked through my
friend for baptism. I was rejected because I didn’t go through a
complete RCIA program. After finishing the work at the sheltered
workshop, I went back to my home in Taipei to get ready for
studying in USA in August. I found a catechist who gave me
some lessons before I leave. Being rejected by the priest made me
had stronger desire to be baptized. I thought I was ready. One
night,  had a dream of Jesus when I wondered if Jesus real. I was
confused and scared, but I shared the dream with the catechist. 1
think my dream changed her mind. She finally found one priest,
who was going to baptize another girl, to baptized me together in
June. I also got the sacrament of Holy Eucharist, but not the
sacrament of confirmation. Thank God for his love and tolerance.
He answered my request even though I was not ready.
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As anew catholic, I did hold my faith for a while when I came
to USA. In a short period of time, I got graduated, married, and
got children. Life was overwhelming. 1 made many wrong
choices and left Catholic church. However, at the bottom of my
heart, I remembered my catholic faith. First, I had a chance to
make a confession. God’s forgiveness inspired me. Second, I
was not married in the church because my husband was not a
catholic. 17 years after our marriage, our family had a chance
traveling back to Taiwan. It was the only one time we went back
to Taiwan together. We visited Sr. Cecilia and I told her my regret
of not getting the sacrament of matrimony. She had to leave for
Philippine the next day. But she asked her sisters to help us.
Sisters found us a priest, who was willing to give us the sacrament
after one interview. Just before our departure, we had our
beautiful sacrament of matrimony done in a miraculous way
considering the paper work done in couple days with weekend in
between. The priest who married us was the same one rejected
my request of baptism when I was in ShinChu. I didn’t tell the
priest in the interview. He was chosen by God.

My husband and his family had bad experiences with
Christians. He always said that I had social responsibility as a
wife and a mother over a parishioner. One time he refused to let
me go to a workshop by Dr. Joseph Shu on Sunday. I really
wanted to go, so we had an argument. In frustration, [ went to St.
Denis for Sunday mass instead. After I had the communion, |
heard a voice from bottom of my heart. He said that He
understood my feeling. I was confused and consoled. I realized
that was Jesus in the eucharist talking to me.

Finally, in 2003, 21 years after my baptism, I got the
sacrament of confirmation at St. Thomas Aquinas church by Fr.
Gabriel Liu. I finally got all three initial sacraments. Thank God
for leading and supporting me in life journey through all those
sacraments with His love and grace.
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