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The Good Samaritan-
Short Reflection on The 1 and 2 Books of Kings
Judy Wu

The lessons I learn from 1 and 2 Kings suggest that a people
in exile and the reason for their humiliation is their stubborn
persistence in breaking the covenant of God. God is Israel’s God,
and Israel is God’s people. God has given his people the land, and
they are to give their total allegiance to God. Adherence to God’s
teachings brings blessing, while neglect of God’s teachings
brings curses.

I was very blessed to have the opportunity to visit the Holy
Land - Israel for two weeks in the early September of this year.
Thank be to God that my trip experiences made everlasting
impressions and still resonate in my memories. Relating to the
books of 1 and 2 Kings, I have a wonderful encounter with a very
special tribe people whose strong faith in God preserved their
family tradition and culture, and their glorious legacy has been
and will be carried through from generation after generation.

Our church pilgrimage group arrived at a small town of the
Samaritans in the Mount Gerizim, in the immediate vicinity of the
West Bank city of Nablus (biblical Shechem), the famous place
that the bible readers can immediately recall the story of Jesus
asking a drink of water from a Samaritan woman at a well. We
visited a small museum, curated by a Samaritan family. At the
entrance we saw a small model of Mount Gerizim. It tells the
sacred mountain of the Samaritans, on the summit is a rock which
the Samaritans believed it was the place where Abraham was
about to sacrifice his son Isaac. An old priest with a black robe
and red cap gave us a short lecture about his family and traditions.
He showed us a hand-made chart of his tribe ancestry started from
Adam to Moses and he believed that his family came from the
Levi, the priestly tribe among the twelve tribes of Jacob. He also
presented us a precious cloth scroll of Torah scripture (the Five
books of Moses) and emphasized the importance of teaching the
Torah to the children since early age. His endeavor impressed and
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inspired me to put more effort myself when I teach catechism to
my Sunday school students.

Next, a beautiful young lady (the priest’s niece) continued to
explain some rites of cleanness and uncleanness, and quarantine
days of purification and atonement according to the Torah. She
mentioned, for example, when a woman gives birth of a baby, she
is unclean and needs to be in the blood of purification, not to
touch any hollowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary (refer to
Leviticus 12). It is a period of soul and body cleansing for the
individual. It was incredible for me to know that there are people
keeping observance on these thousands-years-traditions at the
present days. How strong and persevere is their faith! I tell myself
that is the steadfast spirit I shall hold when I do my lent.

Moreover, a young man (the priest’s nephew) led us outside
to a platform, and he told us some anecdotes of his childhood that
he started to learn Passover prayer chants and rites from early age.
He happily and proudly said he received a big prize — the latest
iphone from his dad for that he had learned and could recite hun-
dreds, close to one thousand prayer songs and he aimed to be-
come the tribe priest. It truly surprised me of how this whole
community of people vehemently preserved their religion and
family tradition as part of their lives.

Finally, I reflected on the fates of various kings in The of 1 &
2 Books of Kings with this Samaritan town people, I saw that no
matter how powerful and glorious the human kings were, they
abandoned God, rejected God’s commandments and went into
evil ways of pagan gods, led themselves into destruction and ex-
ile. On contrast, this small tribe of the Samaritans (with about 800
inhabitants at present time), faithfully following God’s teaching,
defending their faith and passing on heritage to their next
generation. No matter how small the town people they are, they
live happily in God’s grace.

In conclusion, keep faith pure and true, conserve God’s
covenant to the next generation after generation, keep self away
from anything evil, confess our sins often, God never forsakes us
and will give us His Promised Land — the kingdom of God.
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