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Unexpected Revelations

Lillian Sun

When God reveals Himself, it is almost always in the most
unexpected ways. [ have been thinking about this over the
Christmas season, reflecting on the most ordinary, yet extraordi-
nary message of sending His Son in the form of a baby. The
ordinary, unassuming entrance of Jesus into this world is
completely unexpected compared to some of the prophecies of
the coming of the Messiah. God’s presence is not made known
with a trumpet blare or a huge billboard of an Almighty Savior
ready to conquer the world. Instead, He came down on this
earth in an ordinary human birth, in a dirty but ordinary stable,
and revealed His message through the words and actions of an
ordinary man.

From my time at CArche where I was working with adults
with intellectual disabilities, I have also come to notice God in
the most unexpected ways, often through unexpected laughter.
Robin, who is one of our deaf residents, attended a concert with
other community members, while I stayed back to finish up
some office work. When he returned from the concert, he was
all smiles. I asked him how the concert was in American Sign
Language. He said there was music and there were guitars. |
then started asking him about other musical instruments, like
violins, drums, trumpets, flutes, and every other instrument I
could think of to act out. After each instrument, he would repeat
the sign with a smile. I took it that he had a great time at the
concert with so many wonderful instruments. The next day I
asked my coworker how she liked the concert and mentioned
that Robin had a really great time. I was talking about all the
different instruments that we discussed, when my friend stops
me and says, “The concert was acapella.” We both couldn’t stop
laughing after that.
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I often love these moments when something [ was so sure of,
like all the different instruments at a concert, turned out to be
the complete opposite of what I imagined. These moments of
unexpected laughter can often just be forgotten in the business
of my days, but when I stop to reflect on my day, they stand out
because they were unexpected. It’s this interaction of delight
that I often feel God’s presence. What I appreciate about Robin
isn’t that he gets all the details correct, but that he desires to
share his enjoyment with others through his effusive smile. He
was just himself, wanting to share in the delights of his evening
with anyone willing to take time to ask. I find delight in the pure,
unassuming nature of Robin, and the joy he has in developing
relationships with those around him. God, I believe, also
delights in Robin for these reasons. Through this deeper
appreciation of another human being, I find connection to God.

When [ first began my time with the community, I was set in
my ways of rigid prayers and expected God to speak to me
clearly during the prayer times that I specifically set aside. I
liked to be in control and wanted the best formula for the most
enriched prayer experience. Slowly, my set time of prayer
started to relax and evolve. I began noticing the richness of my
daily experiences in the unexpected delights of being around
my housemates. For instance, going to the grocery store is
unexciting, but when going to the grocery store with core
members, simple excitements over picking out the best bunch
of bananas, types of yogurt, and especially generously taking
turns choosing ice cream flavors for the house, made the
experience rich and meaningful. Through dinner conversations,
walks around the neighborhood, evenings spent watching a
movie together, and simple outings to the grocery store, these
were ordinary moments that often held unexpected delights.

I believe God uses the unexpected to capture our attention.
Because the thing is, God is always present in moments of truth,
beauty, and love. We just need to a little help to pay attention.
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