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Baptism
April Dai

The first gift we received as catholic is the baptism. This is a gift that
introduces us to God and we become the child of God. Baptism can mean
nothing to us as we are growing up or as we walk the journey of life; but it
is a seed that was planted in our heart. It is an invisible seal that is en-
graved on us. We do not know when in our life we will open this gift of
God.

Like a Christmas gift that is under the Christmas tree, we will never
know what the gift is until we open it. As we get baptized it is the begin-
ning of our journey of our new life, we find the sense of belonging. In the
family of church, we call each other brothers and sisters. No one wants to
be left out in a group. That is why there are so many groups in church
communities, bible study group, choir group, youth group, young adult
group...etc. In the groups, we can share our life stories and support each
other. In the mid July of last year, my dad had a minor stroke in Taiwan
while | was in the United State and | could not go back right away. | felt
helpless; all | could do was praying. Fortunately, | had all the uncles and
aunties in my choir group who prayed for my family and gave me the
support | needed. In the family of God, we do not have to face our difficul-
ties alone.

When we turn to God, we open the door to experience Him and that
is what baptism is about. Different people have different experience with
Him; it can be at any time anywhere. When we open the door, it can also
change the way we see things, which can change the outcome of any-
thing. Sometimes | feel frustrated at work and want to explode but cannot
walk away at the time, so | would ask God to help me to calm down. Then,
| would start to say “Our Father”, which actually helps me to calm down
and to re-focus myself to continue to work. Also, | usually experience His
presence during Taize. During Taize, it helps me to calm down and enter-
ing into a relax mode to feel or hear Him. | can easily tell Him about my
needs.

At Christmas season, as we celebrate the birth of baby Jesus and as
we open the gift we received from each other; let us also open the gift that
God give us at our baptism.

“This is my beloved son, with whom | am well pleased". Mt:3:17
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