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Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

Nuestra Sefiora de Fatima, ruega por nosotros!
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There are 21 Missions along the California coast. The mis-
sions in California were established for the political purpose
and religious desire to serve as frontier outposts. In 1769, Span-
ish king sent military troops and Franciscan missionaries to col-
onize the territory and evangelize the American Indians. The
missionaries introduced European fruits, vegetables, cattle,
horses and technology to the Indians.

Mission San Miguel, the sixteenth mission, was founded by
Franciscan Father Fermin Francisco de Lasuen in 1797 and
built as a stop between Mission San Luis Obispo and Mission
San Antonio to evangelize the large number of Salinan Indians
that inhabited the area. Father Buenaventura Sitjar who had
ministered for years at Mission San Antonio baptized 25 youth
on the day of Mission was established.

Today Mission San Miguel is a State and National Histori-
cal Landmark that has been an important part of Central Coast
history for over 200 years and remains in use as a parish church.
There are Masses on Monday through Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. During the communion, the Blood of Christ is sweet
white wine, which is different from the red wine we usually
have at Mass.

Paso Robles near the Mission has long history of wine-
making due to Spanish conquistadors and Franciscan mission-
aries introducing wine grapes to the Paso Robles soil in 1769.
The first vineyardists in the area were the Padres of the Mission
San Miguel. If you would like to get outside of Los Angeles for
a day or two, Mission San Miguel, 3 hours away from Los An-
geles, will be a good choice and enjoy California’s Central
Coast winery and hot springs as well.
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