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My Grandpa

Christina

How do you put into words, the life of a person who's touched
you so much growing up? To me, he was simply my grandpa, the
same person who used to pick me up from school, fix the house,
taught me to cook, took care of me and watched me grow. But he was
much more than that, he was also an amazing son, father, uncle, and
great grandfather, the perfect combination.

When | was younger, | used to think that loving someone
meant that you would cry when they passed away. But now that I'm
older, | realized that loving someone is enjoying the time you spent
together, the memories you make, and cherishing those memories for
a lifetime. And with my grandpa, | have been blessed with some of the
fondest memories!

Grandpa watched my sister and | grow up and was there for
most of my milestones. He walked us to school when we were younger,
then drove us from Elementary school, all the way till High School. He
was the one that took me to get my drivers license and his car,
eventually became my first carl He was there for graduations,
birthdays and was our biggest fan! When | moved out for the first time
in college, grandpa made sure | had everything | needed, and brought
grandma to visit me when they could. Then, when grandpa got older, |
was honored to be able to drive him around! I'd always try to find time
in my schedule to spend a moment or two with him. Besides spending
time with grandpa, | knew he loved to eat! (I know exactly where my
junk food habits and sweet tooth comes from!) Each time we visited,
I'd try to bring something grandpa liked to eat, and it definitely made
him smile! He's always offered to share his bag of happiness with
me....ah, the simple things in life.

When | started dating my now husband , grandpa was no
longer able to drive, but was blessed to meet this young fellow who
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was more than willing to take him out shopping or pick up his favorite
KFC! My husband remembers grandpa as being this cheerful old man
who just wanted to enjoy life.

| was blessed to be able to share so many fond memories with
grandpa before his health started to deteriorate. And even though
grandpa was diagnosed with dementia, he continued to have a great
sense of humor and was surrounded by everyone who loved him-
especially grandma. The last time | saw grandpa was at a hospital in
Tainan, and each day | visited, he thought | was someone else. |
secretly ached to see the same grandpa who watched me grow up, yet,
| accepted the fact he might never recognize me again. His days were
played out sometimes quietly, but others by this cheerful and funny 80
some year old man who told stories and sang songs. And finally on
the day | was leaving for America, | gave grandpa a big hug and out of
the blue he recognized me as “Christina”! No other of my nicknames
but simply Christina!

Grandpa was a lucky man...but we were even more luck to
have had him in our lives.

Grandpa will always have a special place in my heart, and he
will be missed...
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Bless you!
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