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Simple Gifts L S8z -

It's a gift to be simple, it's a gift to be free,

It's the gift to come down where you ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
Will be in the valley of love and delight.

When true Simplicity is gained,

To bow and to bend, we will not be ashamed,

To turn, turn, will be our delight,

Till by turning, turning we come round right.
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Celebrat|on of my 4th year baptlsm

By Lin, Ting-Ting

I'm very joyful as today is my birthday! My father said I'm his lucky star
because my birth promoted his profession position and my mother said I'm her
amazing helper because my twin sons filled her heart with everlasting delight and
exceptional pride, in addition of being a 3-time matchmaker for my siblings who said
I'm their pistachio bringing laughter; my husband said after knowing me, he studied
hard and worked diligently; my children said I'm their wonderful mom but funny
because of my very serious character that | didn't realize until later on and laughed
about it My friends said I'm a sincere, reliable, steady and amusing person.
Those fine words encourage me all the way of my life.

At this moment, a common question pops in my mind: "What is life?" |
contemplate that isn't life the reflection of God's glory? Isn't life the imprint of God's
holiness, love, joy, peace? Isn't life thegift of God's grace, favor, mercy,
forgiveness? Isn't life the devotion of God's salvation, redemption, deliverance,
faithfulness? Isn't life the revelation of God's wisdom, fruth, righteousness,
justice? Isn'tlife the discovery of God's purity, hope, treasure, renewal? Isn't life
the fulfillment of God's prosperity, abundance, freedom, strength? Isn't life the
connection of God’s kindness, nurture, healing, restoration? Isn't life the symphony
of God's diversity, tolerance, cooperation, harmony? Isn'tlife the assurance of
God's providence, guidance, inspiration, protection? Isn't life the questof
God's eternity?

Although life is tough, scary, in agony and hurt; life is tender, beautiful,
with purpose and meaning.  Along the journey, notwithstanding a series
of unexpected challenge, twist and turn, storm and obstruction, the good news is
that the heavy burden becomes lighter and easier when dwelling by faith in
Christ. Every wake up in sunshine and go to sleep in serenity, I'm humbled by God's
goodness. I'm in awe of God's works. I'm moved by God's never forsaking.
I'm thankful for God's presence. I'm blessed by God's warm light, gentle
whisper and living water that lead me to a solid, sound, simpler and safer life!

Hearing family and friend say to me, "Happy Birthday!", | feel very cheerful

and blessed. It got me thinking that God must also celebrate with me today, a
special day when He had created me joyfully. Hallelujah, Praise the Lord!
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