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My First Prayer

By Robert Tzung-wen Huang

| didn't become a Catholic Christian until | was 33 years old, but |
said my first prayer to God when | was a young child of only 7 years of
age. | distinctly remember that prayer, because | was in a situation of
extreme terror that | will remember for the rest of my life.

My family lived in a very poor, small town in Taiwan during World
War Il during the Japanese occupation. Suddenly, in the middle of the
night one night, my father shook me awake. He told me that | had to
run to one of my uncles as quickly as possible and ask him to come
and help cure my grandmother, who lived with us and had suddenly
fallen ill. No licensed physicians were left in the town; all qualified
doctors had been conscripted into the Japanese Imperial Army for
overseas military service. This uncle was an acknowledged medicine
man in that area and was the only person whom we could ask to help
my grandmother in the time of night. Even though | was young, | was
still the eldest among my three brothers and one sister. | had no choice
but to venture out in the pitch dark. Without consideration, | rushed out
of the door without a warm coat. It was approximately five miles to my
uncle’s place. Like a marathon runner, | sprinted down a hill and
across a long suspension bridge. | didn’t see a single soul along the
way, which made me feel quite lonely. It was a late fall night with
clouds and dim moonlight, chilly with monsoon. | had to keep running
in order to keep myself from freezing. | started to think about the long
journey still ahead of me and started to feel discouraged that no one
would be there to assist me at a crucial time like that. But then |
remembered that | knew there was a God somewhere up there in
heaven, watching steadily over me. At this thought, | prayed to God for
safety and solace while kneeling on the ground and trembling. After
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doing so, | felt a peculiar sort of warmth taking over my body that
galvanized me to keep running.

After | had run about two-thirds of the journey, | had to go off the
main road onto a narrow and muddy path. Along the path was a rice
field with water, irrigation ditches and ponds. Poisonous tropical
snakes were always hiding on the wet and weedy path. | stopped there
and hesitated, because | knew that | could not make it without a light to
see and a stick to scare away the snakes. | needed help. Even though
| knew God was at my side, it would be irrational to just charge ahead
in such conditions. Right at the junction between the main road and the
field path, there was a family with whom | was well acquainted. | went
forward and pounded at the door, calling the family’s name. An elderly
lady in the house opened the door and recognized me. Understanding
my crisis, the lady asked me to rest at her house. She then sent her
17-year-old son with a bamboo stick and a lit hay torch to go on to find
my uncle.

My grandma survived the illness; however, my father had started
getting criticized by many of our relatives for dispatching a little boy at
midnight for such a hard and dangerous mission. My father's
explanation was that | had mistakenly run to the wrong uncle and that |
was actually told to go to one that lived close by. Some people
believed him and some people did not. Nevertheless, they all knew
that the uncle | was running to was a good medicine man, and they
commended me for doing the right thing.

Since then, something has frequently puzzled my mind. |
wondered from where | got my courage and inspiration that fateful
night. | would not dare to do it now. But then, | would always recall that
| had fervently prayed to God to aid me in my mission, as | stumbled
about fearfully in the middle of the night. Since then, | always pray to
God when | need His help, and He continues to help me to this day.
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