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Firemark
April Dat
~ He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ~

My Catholic faith has brought me a sense of belonging, both
physically and spiritually, after I moved to the U.S... T know

I still have doubts about my faith and myself; however, there
is something keeps me going. There is a "fire" inside me that tells
me that by serving others, I shall "see" someday. By being
mnvolved in different religious groups, I make friends and explore
different sides of me, a helper and a leader. The first group I join
is the Chinese adult choir at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Rowland
Heights. Although I do not sing well as others, I choose to be in
the choir team because I enjoy singing. I was first invited to help
singing for Christmas for adult choir 7 years ago. I became a
member of the team ever since. I am the youngest one in the
choir, I can always help uncles and aunties when they have
problems with electronic devices and set up audio equipments for
events.

As a Chinese Catholic young adult, I want to give back to the
church. Two years ago, when Anne asked me if I wanted to join
Firemark Chinese Catholic Youth Ministry as one of the seven
core-team members, I said yes right away. Firemark is a tri-parish
youth ministry focusing on high school students. The three
parishes include St. Thomas Aquinas in Monterey Park, St. Bridget
in Chinatown, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Rowland Heights.
We started Firemark because we felt the urge of evangelization in
the young generation of the Chinese Catholic communities. There
1s few high school students go to Chinese Mass. Even if some
would go to Chinese Mass, most of the time they do not
understand what the priest is talking about during homily. Our
goal is to help high school students to know that they are not
alone in church, and we want to attract them back into church and
to let them feel the joy of being God’s children.

Firemark core-team has committed to organize summer
camps for at least five years. Every summer we plan an overnight
summer camp. The target participants are 9" to 12" graders from
three parishes. However, we do not turn people away if they are
not from these three parishes. During the camp students not only
can build friendship and leadership but also have time to do some
self-reflection and to receive spiritual guidance. We want them to
know their faith and have fun at the same time. Other than that,
we introduce them to different ways of praying in hoping to equip
them before they go back to reality.
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First year of camp in 2014, we had 19 high school students
and 20 young adult leaders including one Sister. In 2015, we had
25 campers and 15 young adult leaders including two Sisters.
Among these 15 young adults, some of them are freshman college
students who participated in 2014. They came back to serve as
small group leaders. We are lucky to have Sister Maria Lai to be
our camp spiritual director for the past two camps. Sister Su from
Verbum Dei1 has joined us the first time in 2015 to assist Sister
Maria Lai.

Firemark also plans one-day events in Spring and Fall. In
September 2015, we had a back-to-school night gathering for our
campers. They shared problems they have encountered at school
and how the camp can do better next year. In November 2015,
we held a Taize adoration night for them, and we have extended
our invitation to some non-Chinese students in confirmation
classes.

I have a big heart for helping others. But usually it takes me
awhile before I actually feel comfortable to step up and take the
leadership. I promised to be an overall coordinator for our next
summer camp. I thank God for giving me the courage,
opportunity and responsibility to take the leadership; I also have
great support from Firemark member: Anne Wang, Shawn Yeh,
Teresa Lee, Nathan Lau, Raymond Pang, and Richard Chen.
Every year, it takes us at least 6 to 7 months to plan for the camp.
Every meeting takes us hours of intense discussion to plan the
most suitable program for the kids. Not to mention hundreds of
emails exchange between each of us and our spiritual director.

So, if you know any high school students who are Catholic or
who are interested in Catholic faith, please introduce them to
Firemark. Our next camp will be on July 9" to July 10", 2016.
The camp will take place in the beautiful Mater Dolorosa Retreat

Center in Sierra Madre.
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