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Two Grace-filled Pilgrimages (Part 2)

Esther Huang

I thank Holy Mother Mary and St. Bernadette for the healing
of relationships.

In the afternoon, we walked the Stations of the Cross together
with Mrs. Yueh, who was using her wheelchair. All our men from
the group helped to move the wheelchair because of the rugged
and steep road. Finally, Mrs. Yueh decided to walk with a cane to
finish all the stations. She walked very hard and very slowly with
Teresa and Fr. Tseng holding her arms. I saw Jesus walking
through each station to be crucified through her figure. We all
admired Mrs. Yueh’s perseverance at the end.

It happened that several Legion of Mary members attended
the trip. To fulfill our Legion duty, we held our regular weekly
meeting on the bus during a long road trip. It was a wonderful
experience. We were full of God’s blessings during the trip even
though we had several incidents. All incidents ended smoothly.

I went to Philadelphia on September 21 to attend the World
Meeting of Families from Sept. 22 to Sept. 25. On the plane, I
saw Bishop Robert Barron. I grabbed the opportunity to ask for
his blessing, which he gave. What a nice start!

I stayed at my daughter’s apartment in Philadelphia. It turned
out that her apartment was at the best location to all events. She
just started a new assignment at her hospital, so she felt stressed.
I tried to be a good house guest by cooking, cleaning, etc. But I
accidentally locked her outside one time and burned her pot
another time. She threw big tantrums at me. I apologized to her.
She finally forgave me and apologized for her hot temper. I not
only heard many talks about families, but also solved my family
problems and rebuilt the relationship with my daughter. Thanks
be to God.

The talks at the World Meeting of Families covered all
different aspects: human dignity, parent education, Mary,
cultivation of virtue, families, marriage, finances, human sexuality,
environmental care, theology, and more. All speakers were
fabulous, either the best theologians, or the best experts in the
field. Daily Masses, sacraments of penance and reconciliation,
adoration, and exhibitions were available at the site. I was full of
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spiritual enlightenment at the end of the Meetings. Not only the
convention center sponsored the events, the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul, St. John the Evangelist Church and the
Holy Redeemer Church in Chinatown all offered different spiritual
programs. Holy Redeemer church welcomed Chinese Catholics
who attended the World Meeting of Families from all over
Northern America. I met many new friends there.

It happened that Clara and her daughter, Christina, went to
the World Meeting of Families, too. I joined them to attend the
local Legion of Mary weekly meeting and worked with local
legions visiting a local rehabilitation center. Clara also introduced
me to the Holy Redeemer priest, Fr. Tom. He helped me with my
confession.

The biggest surprise came on Saturday and Sunday when Pope
Francis visited Philadelphia. The streets were blocked and
guarded. The checkpoints were set everywhere. The atmosphere
was anxious and exciting. After standing in the crowd for three
hours waiting for Pope Francis, I finally almost saw the
Popemobile passing the streets on Saturday. Being too short, I
could not get any video or photo of Pope Francis. My neighbor,
whom I just met, realized my frustration. She sent her video to
my smart phone and wished me good luck on the following day.
What a good Samaritan she was.

The high point of the World Meeting of Families was the
Papal Mass on Sunday at Franklin Park. T could not get to the
park earlier because I had to give the house key to my daughter. I
stayed at an outside area when Pope Francis’ car passed.
Everyone was anxious. Then, people around me started to run
after the Pope’s car. 1 did 1t, too. Everyone loved Pope Francis.
He was Papa to all religions and even atheists. Thank God, I got
mto the inner area when Mass started. Millions of people, orderly
and devout, participated in the Mass. At the end, we wished each
other peace and received the communion. Pope Francis showed
us how thankful he was after recetving communion. He prayed in
silence for the whole time. Christina said that she was proud to be
a Catholic. Me too.

This was my other grace-filled trip. I hope my journal can
share with you a little the inspiration I felt through these
pilgrimage trips. May you all have chances to experience grace.
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