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Two Grace-filled Pilgrimages (Part 1)
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Two Grace-filled Pilgrimages (Part 1)
Esther Huang

I always wanted to attend a Marian pilgrimage trip after I went
to Rome and Israel. So I grabbed the opportunity when I heard of
this trip to Fatima, Avila, and Lourdes in August without hesita-
tion. It proved to be a trip full of God’s grace and Mary’s love.
I also booked the trip to Philadelphia to attend the World Meeting
of Families, which was held at the end of September very early.
I want to see Pope Francis and I want to see my daughter, who
just started working at Philadelphia in July. The grace that I experi-
enced during the trip was overwhelming,

We, around 33 pilgrims, under the spiritual leader, Fr. Augustine
Tseng, started our trip on August 21, 2015. First, we visited the
capital of Portugal, Lisbon. The most impressive experience to me
was having our daily Mass at the Monastery of Jeronimos, which
was a grand Gothic style church. Our singing echoing around the
huge building was beautiful especially with many local and interna-
tional visitors in the church. In this church, we saw a picture of
Mary as Queen. Local tour guide told us that the king of Portugal
offered his kingship to Mary as Queen of Portugal.

Maybe that was the reason Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima
appeared in 1917 to three children at Fatima, Portugal. We visited
the two original houses of Lucia and her cousins, Jacinta and
Francisco, the place of angel’s appearance to these children, the
shrine, the chapel of apparitions, the basilica, the perpetual ado-
ration chapel, and the Berlin Wall. We also visited an exhibition of
the apparition of August 1917. Almost one hundred years later,
I was still touched by these simple shepherds. Their faith and trust
were sincere and persistent to the end of their life. We also partici-
pated in the candlelight procession at night. Sr. Jean led the whole
international pilgrims to recite Rosary in Chinese.

Next, we went to Spain to celebrate the 500th anniversary of
the birth of St. Teresa of Jesus. Fr. Augustine gave us a talk about
the spiritual life of St. Teresa of Jesus and St. John of the Cross.
They were mystics. They were Doctors of the Catholic Church.
They shared the immense spiritual treasures with us so we could
discover the great joy in following Christ. We visited St. Teresa’s
birthplace and convent, and the tombs of both saints. Her room
was very simple. It explained why she founded a reformed con-
vent, that of the Discalced Carmelites. We admired her persistent
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efforts of founding 17 convents by walking around Spain when
we traveled around the rugged country hill roads. The pictures of
her mystic experiences were astounding. The local guide was very
proud of St. Teresa, a patron saint of Spain.

The main focus of the trip to Barcelona was visiting works of
God’s architect, Antoni Gaudi i Cornet. We visited his Guell Park
and the Holy Family Church. Seeing millions of tourists visiting
the Holy Family church, I thought Mr. Gaudi did the best evan-
gelization work.

Leaving Spain, we went to Lourdes. First, we joined the candle-
light procession at night. Sr. Clara led the Chinese Rosary in this
huge international pilgrim group. The following day, we all made
the bath after waiting in long lines. It was my first time, so I did
not know what to expect. I walked in the bath and followed all
directions. Then I was asked to raise my eyes to look at Mary’s
statute on the wall. All of a sudden, I felt the warm love from
Mary flowing down my head. I always felt distant to Mary because
I was not close to my mother either. Through God’s grace, I open
myself to Mary’s love and to my mother and mother-in-law’s love.
(To be continued.)
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