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SHaring Your (Gifts
Lillian Sun

I feel extremely fortunate to come into the L’ Arche community
in a year full of big celebrations. This past year marks L’Arche
International’s 50th anniversary!

As you may know, L’Arche began in 1964 when Jean Vanier
saw the struggle of thousands of adults who were institutionalized in
France and felt a call to start a home and share life with two of these
men as a small family. Since then, and with much support, L’ Arche
began to grow and expand internationally.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary, L.’ Arche USA held a National
Gathering in Washington, D.C. this past May. Representatives from
all 18 communities around the United States were able to attend,
which totaled to around 500 people including guests. I was blessed
to be one of the attendees, along with two core members, Patty and
Eddie, and five other members of my L’ Arche Seattle community.

This anniversary gathering was a huge celebration with the
theme “Sharing Your Gifts.” In each L’Arche home around the
world, “sharing your gifts” is one of the key values. L’Arche hopes
that each home creates a space where all who enter the community
will come to realize their own unique gift and share their gift with
others. This theme echoed throughout the gathering as we saw the
gifts people brought through art, acting, singing, dancing,
hospitality, laughter, and inclusion.

As Jean Vanier recently said, “Each one has a gift to bring to
others. Each one has his or her mission in the larger family of
humanity. Each one reveals the secret face of God.”

It is through sharing our gifts that I’ Arche communities become
rich with life. When we recognize the gifts in others, we are
recognizing their value. We are seeing how God uniquely created
the other person. When we see our own gifts, we are seeing our own
value. When we share our gifts, we are sharing what God has
created. It is an awareness of our creation, an appreciation of who
we are, and a flourishing of life.

During our celebration in D.C., they held a public prayer service
where a core member, Cathy, from the community in California,
sang a beautiful rendition of Amazing Grace. She is a woman with
tight curly hair, with more weight than your average stage singer,
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and with the confidence that comes with the knowledge of your
God-given gift. She had a clear, powerful voice, and was skilled
with the microphone. When she was singing, I was moved to tears
by the authenticity of her performance. It was breathtaking and
genuine as she sang with precision and passion. Then, I was moved
to laughter. Right after Cathy’s last note, she pumped her fist in the
air knowing that she aced that performance. She let out a big and
satisfying, “Yes” and started soaking in the applause with many,
many bows.

I loved that she knew her gift and shared it well. She knew how
to take in well deserved praise and how to celebrate. The
performance was beautiful. It was authentic. It was a prime example
of knowing your gift, owning your gift, and sharing your gift.

Watching Cathy share her gift reminded me of the ways Patty
and Eddie have each blessed my life with their own gifts.

Patty knows her gift is her smile and she shares it often. Living
with Patty, I can be a witness to how her smile brightens up a room
and how her laugh is contagious. When she smiles, her eyes light
up, you can see the twinkle, and feel her radiant energy. Her smile
shows her forgiveness and she is a great teacher in how to forgive
quickly. I have seen her hurt because of mistakes I have made, how
other core members have treated her, or when people have to leave
and say goodbye. The feelings and pain that she expresses would
take me days and weeks to get over, but Patty has the gift of her
smile. Once she finds something to delight in, she forgives instantly
and shares her change of heart with those around her. Patty’s gift
from God makes her beautiful inside and out.

Eddie’s gift is his perseverance, especially in prayer. He prays
for the same hopes and dreams, family and friends, every night with
unceasing fervor. I am always reminded of his persistence in prayer
when I walk into the third L’Arche home in Seattle, which Eddie
prayed for every day. The third house is named Shuinota, which
means dream in a native American language; named after Eddie’s
dream and constant prayer. He blesses my life and our community
by reminding us of the power of prayer and the reality of its worth.

What a blessing it was to be surrounded by people who know
each person is valuable with gifts to share. It was a celebration filled
with love. We were not celebrating an achievement of any sort, we
were not celebrating material riches, or a gain in status, but we were
celebrating each other, each person, each beautiful soul.
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