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RCIA Faith Sharing

Teresa Lee

It has been a few years since I started helping out with the RCIA
program at St. Thomas Aquinas Church with my friends. I always
enjoyed playing the guitar while my friends teach the class how to sing
Chines Mass songs. I felt the joy by see how many of them truly
wanted to seek the Catholic faith and eagetly wanted to be a part of
the church. I felt God’s grace just being there during class. I also had
the opportunity to help them translating their stories and testament
into English for the booklet to be published for Easter Vigil.

I never knew God had another plan for me until the coordinator
of RCIA approached me and asked if I want to help out teaching a
class on Catechism with Anne on the 5% Sunday of Ordinary Time.
Hesitation was my first reaction since I never taught a large group in a
formal setting, not to mention I was never train to do so. I also felt I
that don’t know enough to teach others. However, when I heard I will
not be doing it alone, I accepted the challenge. I really don’t like the
idea that I am teaching, I call it faith sharing because I am just God’s
tool to share what I know, and hoping to inspire those secking the
faith to fall in love with God.

Before we plan out what we need to cover, we looked over the
syllabus to see what the class has learned so far, so we won’t repeat the
material. Either one of us like the traditional way of learning, this
means that the teacher does all the talking, and students sit tight and
listen. We like to make learning fun. So, based on what they have
learned so far, and material they need to learn and have not covered in
previous sessions, we created a fun quiz. The real challenge is how to
condense 4 parts the Catechism to cover in one hour and 15 minutes
and still not leaving out anything important. So we distribute the task,
by coming up with five question for each of the parts. We made sure
asking what our belief is, and question such as: Is Catholic Christian?
Also the Sacraments, Holy Trinity, Bible, Mass, Mary, Saints, 10 Com-
mandments, and prayer life were included in the questions. To make it
even more fun. We divided the class into three groups. The group will
do the quiz together, and the group answered most questions will win
a prize. This was Anne’s idea, so I went to the gift shop at San Gabriel
Mission the day before and got Holy cards as prizes. I also decided to
ask trivia questions throughout the session and give out the Holy cards
to the first person answer correctly.
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I was actually very nervous right before the session start. I try to
hide my nervousness by playing the guitar on the two songs we have
been practice singing with them for Chinese New year performance.
Anne came over and asked if I am ok. I said of course I am ok. She
then told me to drop the guitar and pray with her. We went outside to
the yard and prayed together and for each other. Never under estimate
the power of prayer! I was actually really calm throughout the entire
session. In the beginning, I was hoping not to speak so much and let
Anne do most of the talking. It ended up that I took too much time
on my parts! The Holy Spirit kept on giving me guidance and I just
seem to know what to say. It was amazing, and I was actually have a
great time.

It’s surprising how much the catechumens already know, some
even surpass their sponsors. I really felt that we are not actually teach-
ing them, but reviewing what everyone knows all together.

I believe that we did well. The coordinator came over and compli-
mented us for having such fun session with the group. Few people
approach me after the session and said they enjoy something different
from the normal classroom settings from the other instructors. One of
the newly baptized from last year said she learn much better and will
retain what she just learned better through the group activities. One
lady asked if I can give her one more Holy card for her mother, who is
not seeking the Catholic faith yet. One of the young adults asked me
many questions that she has while reading the Bible after the session as
we sat together for lunch. Some of the question I wasn’t sure if I an-
swer to the best of my knowledge, but I let her know I will look for
answers later. I tell her, never be afraid to ask questions. I felt that I
also grow spiritually while searching for her answers.

Thanks to Anne for making the power point presentation and
Shawn as our I'T support hooking up the equipment and sound sys-
tem. The visual aid helped a lot, especially for the part of the Seven
Sacraments, Saints and Ten Commandments.

As Catholic, we are all called to evangelize. Sometime I do not
know what can I do, or if I am able to do His will well enough, but
God always leads the way and find new ministry for me to dive into.
In prayer, I hear Him telling me not to feat, but have courage and trust
to follow his way like how he tells the synagogue officials in Mk 6:36,
“Do not be aftraid; just have faith.” When I was in the same class ten
yeats ago preparing to receive my confirmation, I never envision that
one day I will be able to be on the other side of the black board shar-
ing my faith with others. God’s plans are sure surprising and amazing]
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