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Fate-Everything Happens in God’s Will
Stacey

While catching up with some old friends, we asked each other, “Hmm,
what is something odd you believe in?” Someone said fortune cookies; some-
one said horoscopes; someone said missing jewelry and bad omens; and I said
fate. “Fate?” they replied, “that is not unreasonably odd.” I beg to differ.

Fate is a term to characterize the phenomenon some believe in as every-
thing happens for a reason. Christians may recognize this as God’s hand in
the workings of the world. It is a perfectly normal and common thing for
people to believe in, yet at the heart of the matter, it is odd. In my experi-
ences, things have oddly pieced together. I never thought pre-college that I
would still be pursuing dance, and here I am, currently on a team that I can
admit I was extremely lucky to have been accepted onto. This luxury, how-
evet, does not come without sacrifice.

As a college senior, I should be prepating for graduation and post-
baccalaureate life, but I feel nowhere near ready. Yesterday, I interviewed for a
job position that would have been the first stepping stone towards my cateert.
Although I feel that I presented myself well, I could already predict that I was
not what they were looking for. On the bus ride back (with much time stuck
in LA traffic to reflect), I reminded myself that, although I would likely
receive a disappointing response, I should not be disappointed. Ultimately, I
would not enjoy nor grow in a setting that did not want me. I should not ever
have to compromise what I ideally want simply because of worries of not
being able to acquire a job. I trust wholeheartedly in this passage: “Therefore
I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the ait: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? ... Therefore do not be
anxious... But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:25-33).

I must admit that the decision to pursue dance meant sacrificing some
studies, harming future prospects for employment. However, I thank God
that I am at peace with my decision to dance, that I have parents who support
me, that I have friends who constantly uplift me, that I am proud of myself
for pursuing the opportunity to dance whilst in college and especially in LA,
and that I feel at ease and confident that God will provide for me post-
graduation. Throughout my college career: in feeling inadequate in certain
aspects, in being constantly challenged, in achieving successes and facing fail-
ures, timely do I represent John Newton’s revelation: “I am not what I ought
to be, I am not what I want to be, I am not what I hope to be in another
wotld; but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the grace of God I
am what I am.”” Therefore, I do believe in fate, that everything happens
according to the Lord, and I refuse to waste enetgy being anxious about the
future. For the present, I revel in the talent God has given me and serve as
His witness among my peets.
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