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Holy, Holy, Holy

Lillian Sun

Recently I have been thinking a lot about holiness. It all
started this past September when I had another opportunity to
attend CACCLC, the California Chinese Catholic Living Camp. I
wrote about this camp last year and now I'm raving about it
again this year. It’s an awesome camp that brings together
Catholics throughout California to meet new people, learn about
faith, and experience God together. What I want to focus on this
time is the theme of the camp, “Called to be Holy.” It has stuck
with me ever since that labor day weekend and it has been a
constant (but good) struggle to respond to this call.

Before we continue, let’s define the word “holy.” It’s a
commonly used word that often loses its full meaning. People
usually describe holiness as perfection, love, kindness, or piety.
These definitions are not wrong, but just incomplete. In a book I
was recently reading they mention how in Hebrew “holy” has an
equivalent meaning to “separateness,” and in Greek ‘“holy”
refers to being set apart, in most cases being without sin. When
we refer to God as “holy, holy, holy,” we are saying that he is the
most set apart from this world.

So where does our call to be holy come from? “Be holy, for
I, the Lord your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). It 1s God’s
command for us to be like Him in holiness. Our call to holiness
1s essentially our call to be set apart from the world as God is set
apart from the world. His call for us isn’t a call to perfection, but
a call to be separate.

After the camp I read an article that helped me put what I
learned about holiness into perspective. The article was about
when we put God second in our lives. This writer was talking
with a priest one day because she felt like her relationship with
God was becoming static. She works at the church and the priest
asked her if she was attending mass every day. She gave him
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excuses saying that mass was too eatly, she didn’t sleep enough
because she liked to stay up to relax and watch tv after work.
The priest responded, “Well, come back and talk to me when
holiness 1s more important to you than television.”

That is my life too. There are many times when I put God
second to tv, to friends, and to my personal desires. It sounds
trivial when I write it out, but that’s reality. I do a really good job
at keeping up with all of my tv shows every week. I never go a
week without them. It seems that sometimes my relationship
with tv is more intense than my relationship with God. The
writer mentions, “You will not grow in holiness if you put Christ
second to anything.” How true is that.

Now it doesn’t mean that everyone has to stop watching tv,
hanging out with friends, or working. It doesn’t mean we need
to spend all of our time in church; however, we need to be aware
of when we allow these activities to become our priority. It’s
about letting go of our own will and doing the will of God. It’s
about being set apart from the desires of this world and being
united with the desires God has for us.

Here’s one question someone asked at camp that helped me
on the path to holiness: what is holding me back from being
holy today? So often we wait for the right time before we
implement change into our daily lives. What exactly are we
waiting for? This call to be holy isn’t a call for whenever we
figure things out. It is a call from God that is happening right
now. It may be overwhelming to be holy today, but just take it
little by little. Rethink your priorities. Maybe today you can
spend an extra five minutes in prayer, or just say hi to someone
you normally never talk to, or even stop by the church after
wotk and school to spend some time with God. Exercising our
will in the smallest areas will train us to be better people. Ask the
saints, who are our models of holiness, to pray for us. I will end
with a quote from Saint Therese of Lisieux, “Holiness consists
simply in doing God’s will, and being just what God wants us to
be.”
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