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Reconciliation

Jaine Yang

The first day is always the hardest. Walking into a class-
room of fourteen seven-year-old kids on a Saturday morning
was probably the most traumatizing thing I’ve had to do since
that one time I had to make sure I didn’t trip and fall over my
own robes on the ridiculously rickety staircase at my high
school graduation.

Thinking back to my first day of teaching 2" graders the
meaning of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I’d have to say |
did a pretty bang up job. For being armed with only a
teacher’s edition textbook and a bunch of crayons and
markers, that is. I remember this one kid Brian, who on the
very first day just started dancing that overplayed Gangnam
Style dance on his chair. I knew from that moment on he was
going to be the problem child. But what was a girl to do? I
couldn’t very well tie him up and gag him (although I admit I
had thought about it quite a few times throughout the year.)
Amongst the other kids, there was a girl who had trouble
speaking up and would start trembling with fear if I looked at
her for too long, and there was a girl who had an intense crush
on the problem child Brian and would do anything just to get
his attention. There was also a girl who surprised me by
seeming to be such a bright and innocent soul, but deep down,
she had some dark place where she would conjure up some
weird line that gave you some insight to her tormented
mindset deep underneath.

I must have laughed out loud a few times as I was
watching these kids throughout the year. I don’t understand
why the church would want 2™ graders to learn about
Reconciliation. They’re too young, how much could they
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possibly understand? We’re just throwing prayers at them and
telling them to memorize them when they can barely
understand half of the words in them! I had signed myself up
for a year of personal agony and there was no way around it.
So all I could do was just get through it. I would show up
bright and early on a Saturday morning wearing last night’s
clothes and last night’s makeup and pray to God that the
parents couldn’t smell me or something. They would ask me
how their child was getting along in the class and all I could
offer was some sort of muttered explanation of what their kid
has been scribbling in their books. I felt trapped and I started
to hate Saturday mornings. It was miserable for both parties.
The kids wanted to go home as soon as they sat down and all I
wanted to do was just give them crayons and paper and tell
them to go to town.

But there were standards to be upheld and halfway through
the year, the kids needed to be tested on how much they knew
and if they were ready to receive the Sacrament. To my
surprise, all but one of my children passed the test. You
guessed it, the problem child Brian. I couldn’t see how I could
help him if he was unwilling to learn from my lifetime of
knowledge and if he couldn’t stay in his seat longer than 10
seconds. So in the end, I did what any desperate teacher would
do, I bribed him with juice boxes and chocolate. After two
weeks, he was all cleared in time for the ceremony that I
blundered through because I had no idea what I was doing.

So I guess I could pat myself on the back and say a job
well done. I managed to get all my kids to pass, didn’t I? None
of the parents ever berated me for just letting their kids color
and draw all day in class. All in all, I guess | came away with
some knowledge to add to my collection of thoughts: all you
need to keep kids in control are juice boxes and crayons.
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